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A meoting wag held from 10:20 %o 11:15 woms on 19 September 1951 in the

Teatro Adrianc at Bome, sponmsored by the syndical orgaunizatione, Confede:
‘zlone Generale dell!Industria Thaliana (C61I; Genersl Confederstion of ,
Itallan Industry), Confederazione Sinducale Italiane dei Lavored (C81L;

tment of State employees. %he meeting was open
Seeretecay of the Provineial OSIL. - .

2. The Secretary of the Eows Chamber of Labor, Mario ZBrandani, then sp
. He gave the percentages of thoze on strike, which were oularly high
anong the local para~Governmentei and hospital employees. These, accord-
ing %o Brandani, had achicved almost total abstention from work, .%o thes:
- -categories, Br ndani addressed words of encownagement for associating theme
selves with the actlion of the State employees. Ha mentionsd theé att empf
‘of tHe Covernment to isolate the various categories in order to be able S
dominate them more easily and soncluded by stating that the right to strike, .. °
granied by the Constitution of thy Republic, is already an inalisnable righi
even fox the State employees. o “

3. After a fow words of support to the protest mosting on the part of the

: repregertative of the evtonomous syndicates of Siate smployees a cortain
Glovagneli, Ohristian Demacvatic Deputy Ginlio Pastore spoke, ' He explained.
that he wanted %to examine the situation and refrain from problems or subs
Jects of a political nature, After having given the story of the negotias
%“lony which had-beon carried ou for five monthe with the Government suthor-
1ties foer the purposé of achieving the much-goughi~for economic “improves
ments, Le then explained the abgolute inadequacy of the increases propo:
by the Government with regard %o the elementary needs of civilian life -
and o refubed the usua) arguments with which it is gought 40" Juststy the
econonic inopportunity to grant the increases in weges. According to -
Pagiore, the concept that the increase of wages could provoke an lncrease .
in the cost of living is ervonegus., "Phis affirmation, advanced as an oppo=. <
sitlon argument,” sald Pastore, "ias the solo purpose of inculeating fear .
into those concerned, - in order that they refrain from advaneing their yre-
quest for improvement aud to produce the sams effeci on otheis in order.
that they show averaion or indifference to the adjustiment of smalaries.
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rinie latber resels hes unfortunately cocurred in mach of the press.
Arother common argument,” stated Pasiore, %55 that of the sg~called lack
of funds, In Yact, several moaths ago, the Oovernment sbated thed there
was mob o oiwedn 1ie. avmilsble in the State Treasury to give to the

State employeses, but with the changa of Hinisters, 45 Bi1iions were found.®

$hen Pagtore spoke of the declsion ¥y the symwiical organizabions to atrike
and ho firmly refubed the existence of any prlitical influence in the inliis-
tige,. lementing thet even on thls occasion the Gevernment bad not failed to
sxplosd the situation politically. Referring to the criticism lodged against
%he decision for the cirilke and replyimg %o 8 Parin peper which allegedly
wrote that it would be desirable to sable nepotisbions before striking,
Teztore Tepeated what he had sald Before, thad for five months ueentlat ions
hed been vnderwey =nd that it was not possille %o secept 1,000 lire menthly
ireresse withoat profoundly affechilng the iienisy of thoss who work. Fas»
tere statod that an issue was vade of the alleged enormity of a rallroad
gtriks for 24 hours claiming that a strike of that duraticn did not have

ary precedent iz recent timos. Ppavere pointed out, however, that this

&’ lezation wos false: that in March 1851 a vasiroad striks in France wae
arried out for ssveral days.

Pazture, aleng the theme of the preceding spsaker, sustained the principle
@’ the right of State employeen o strike apd statsd gubstantially: “If a
siriks ie held before decisions are taken by Parljament, we a¥s nccused of
inflvencing Parlisment: but if the strike 1g hald after a declsion is taken,
ws are accused of rebelling agninss Parliament. Thon, when should one strikel®

Tagtore vaderiined once agaln the abeolute laos of political influsnce in the
surrent eyndical action and the spontaneous s0..4ds7ity of the denieion o
#srils, shown by the various orgenizations in Hhe warious Arovincial repre-
ssntotions. "As a result of thig solidarity ) stated Pastore, "Deputy Le Plrs
£ sleghoned me to have the sSrike put oif.® Pastore had to reply in the
nageiive since, of the 92 provinces, 62 had cormonicated thoir adhszence and
oaly 30 their abstention fromparticipation in vhe ebrike. "These 30, % added
Fagbora, PJustified their decision on the inexcugable grounds of 2gar.”

Eagtore then stated that the syndicaliste placed ¢heir faith in Parilamens
and vealfirmed once more the right of the eivil workers to strike. Then

te roremphasized the insufficlent snorease grazted by the Governmend and the
recessity of improving the fenor of 1life of the worksrs at a moment when,

za ouposed to the dally mlsery and gacrifices of those who serve the State,
cne ‘st obmerve the gleries of the variovs Mindstiries. Then he concluded
that the cyndical battle is cerried on with calm nerves, sspecially when
ene in sure of oneself, and he sxhorted all the oreanizations to s unifisd
vight which would necessarily lead to vickory.

imstors was fellowed by the veprasentative of fihe employser of Uroup wgH,
a0 accountant Marebia, who sterted by praising Peatore's apeech. Ho then
nroceeded to inveish against the increasen proposod Ty the Government and
s@aingt the burssucracy of the Genorel Accounbunt s Uffice of the State who in
“he compilation of %his table, had offended thoir cellsagues. Ne sustained
“he necessity of equality of earninge for esch grade of every cebegory atd,
anlike Fastore who not even implicitly requested Lhe spplication of the elld-
ing seels, insisted upen a mobile scale as the only solutien. ¥Then he added
;hot 4f the State wishes the employees %o interess thenaelves in the succéess~
ful srecution of the administration and Yo have complate faith in the carry-
ing ont of their tasks, 1% is necegsary for the State to meet thelr elementary
seeis of life bscause otharviszs it would have an amorphous and insensible
saus. of employees.

Ze vonclnded by lamenting the intimidations whick, mcording to hia, were cars

e4ac out by the police that morning, who arrested employees distrivating
iearlets near the entrances to the oifices. Maretts zpoke words of praise
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for these victims. BHo also encouraged the syndical organisations %o work
for their release. Ee closed with the ususl phrases of certain victoery in
the ayndical battls.

At the end of the meeting, Rinaldo Santini reed an order of the day with
which the Government table was turped down as unacceptable beceuse of the
jnermity of the incremse, Ho re-affirmed the desire of all State smployeos
%o defend the right to strike and asked for the spplication of the sliding-
pey scale, Approximately 2,500 persons took part in the neeting, at which
no $ncident took place, s
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